
Send to:  Data Manager, DRED / NHNHI, P.O. Box 1856, Concord, NH  03302-1856 (scairns@dred.state.nh.us) 

Rare Species Occurrence Record 
 
Please fill out this form to report the location of a rare plant or animal species to the New Hampshire Natural 
Heritage Bureau.  Required information is indicated by an asterisk; other items are desirable but not required.    
Rare species lists are at: www.dred.state.nh.us/divisions/forestandlands/bureaus/naturalheritage/listsforms.htm.  
Call (603) 271-2214 with any questions.  Thank you!  
What and When 
* Scientific Name:    
 Common Name:    
* Date(s) Observed:    
* Who Observed It:   Phone # or email:  
 
Location  
 Town Name:     
* Map. Attach a map with the location marked. Ideally, use a USGS topographic map. If you hand-sketch the 

map, be sure to include a north arrow, scale, and landmarks such as roads and major water bodies. If you 
provide GPS coordinates, please tell us the model of the unit and the datum (e.g., WGS 84 or NAD 83). 

 Directions.  Write this as if you are telling someone how to get back to the exact site: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Taxonomy 
* How did you identify the species?  What traits helped you decide that you had seen this species? What 

similar species did you consider and how did you exclude them? Photos showing key characteristics are 
welcome. A specimen is usually required to document a new plant population, however, an entire plant 
should never be collected if there are < 20 plants present. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Certainty of ID  (1=dubious, 5=absolutely positive):    
 If a specimen was collected, collector, collection number, and where the specimen is stored: 

 
 



 

Biology 
* How many?  If there are a few, count them.  If there are a lot, estimate (e.g. 50-100) 

 
 
 
 

 Plants:  how are they distributed, in how large an area?  For example:  "In a tight clump about 2 feet square" 
or "Scattered over a 30 x 60 foot  area" 
 
 
 

 Evidence of reproduction?  Plants:  flowers/fruit/seed.  Animals:  nests/youngsters...  etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Local surroundings:  what do you see when you look around the area?  Is it a steep slope or the middle of a 
swamp?  What are the most common plants?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Conservation Status (if known): 
* Land ownership:  name of owner (private) or area (if public).     

 
 
Phone number of owner (if known): 
 
Is the landowner aware that you are reporting this find to NH Heritage?       Y / N  

  
Factors that indicate how secure the occurrence is  (e.g. evidence of disturbance / owner is interested in 
protecting it...) 
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